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• The cost of cancer care is high and this cost does not only fall on 
government, but also on individuals, families and Health insurance 
agencies. 

• Cancer medicines in Uganda are paid for by government, out-of-
pocket and donations.

• The medicine cost is not known.

• The study was cross-sectional study. 
• The participants were randomly selected by taking the 6th patient in 

order of arrival at the pharmacy. 
• 25 patients were enrolled on a daily basis, and 385 participants were 

enrolled in the study.

• Cost of medicines by government was determined with a proportion of 92.7%.
• Out of pocket cost was 28.3% .
• Donation was 6.2% .
• Government medicines serves more patients than those who buy and receive 

donation.

1. Kanavos P. The rising burden of cancer in the developing world. Ann Oncol. 2006;17(SUPPL. 8):15–23. 
2.  (Who). National Cancer Control Programmes. Who. 2002; 
3. Mathers CD, Boschi-pinto C, Lopez AD, Murray CJ. Cancer incidence, mortality and survival by site for 14 regions of the world. 2001;47. 
4. Henry R. Wabinga,Sarah N,Phoebe .M.,Catherine .O.Louise Mbus, Donald M.Parkin .Trends in the incidences of cancer in kampala,Uganda 1991- 2010 International 

Journal of Cancer Feb 2014.Vol.135.Issue 2. 

Results & Discussion
Cost and proportions of medicines. Donations costs were higher than 
government and out-of pocket.
See figures 1 & 2 below. The cost are in Uganda shillings

• To determine the cost of medicines provided for by government.
• To determine out-of-pocket costs.
• To estimate the proportions of costs of government, out-of-pocket 

and donations.

Table 1: list of medicines prescribed  and their percentages
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